New Jersey News

New Apple Maturity Web Site for New

Jersey Growers

Megan Muehlbauer

Hunterdon County Agricultural Agent, Rutgers University

We launched a new website this past Septem-
ber titled ‘New Jersey Weekly Apple Maturity
Review https://njapplematurity.rutgers.edu

The website (Figure 1) provides New Jersey
apple growers with weekly reports on apple
maturity  progression  throughout New
Jersey. The purpose is to aid growers
throughout the

Figure 1- Screen shot of NJAppleMaturity web home page
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region in making decisions on when to harvest
their apples. Maturity indices reported through this
website include background color (% red), firmness
(Ibs), soluble solids (% sugar), and starch index.

Firmness is being tested using a newly purchased
automated Gus GS-15 Fruit Texture Analyzer pic-
tured below Photo 1.

Photo 1- Fruit Texture Analyzer at Rutgers University
Cooperative Extension of Hunterdon County.
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Growers can access the website https:/njapplematurity.rutgers.edu and they can subscribe to
weekly reports (see Figure 2) by submitting their E-mail address at the bottom of the webpage as
seen above. Note that growers must respond to the con irmation E-mail sent to their inbox to be
subscribed.

Figure 2: Sample web data page
Universitywide  New Brunzwick  Mew .Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station Search Rutgers  [E=SPtHe 1 FEoN=1]
e Jersey Agricuboursl Experiment Station
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October 29, 2021
Location Variety Fruit Soluble Pressure Starch Percentage of  Tasting Motes Comments Photo
Diameter Solids (% (lbs) Rating Red in Surface
{in) Sugar) Color
Optimum: 12-14% 13-15 6-7
55C Ibs
Hackettstown Erak City 347 12% 122 7.2 &0% Sweet Ready to Pick -
Fuji
Hackettstown Granny 3.5 11.3% 135 43 20% Tartand = MMesds 3 Few -
Smith Little Starchy More Days
Pictstown Gold Rush 33" 13.2% 1586 42 10% Tartand Needs —
Sweet Anather
WWeek
Pittstown Granny ER L 12.3% 14.2 4 5% Crizp and Meedsz 2 Few -
Smith Tart, More Days
Somewhat
Sweet
Pirtzrown Pink Lady 31" 9.5% 15.4 3 60% Sweesznd Mesds -
[Cripp= Pink) Tart Another
Week
Princeton Stzyman- 3.3 10.5% 15 23 T0% Tartand Meeds “
Winesap Starchy Anaother
‘Week or Two
Princesan Grarmy 297 10.7% 14 41 10% Mildly Tart Meeds -
Smith (Older Anather
Trees) Week or Two
Princeton Granny Ed 5.55 12.2 3.7 B4 Wery Tart, Meeds -
Smith Starchy Another
[Younger Week or Two
Traes)
Princeton Fink Lady 275" 10.9% 157 3g 0% Slightly Swest Meeds -
[Cripps Pink) Another
Week or Two
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Tom Evans, Long Time Farmer in
Pittstown, NJ Passes at 98

Thomas Rice Evans, Jr., age 98 years, of Pittstown,
NJ, passed away peacefully on November 2, 2021,
surrounded by his loving family.

Tom was a long time farmer and salt of the earth in
Franklin Township, Hunterdon County, NJ. He grew
field crops, strawberries and vegetables. He loved
horticulture and just wanted to grow crops. In his last
15 years he added 2 greenhouses to his farm opera-
tion to grow fresh vegetables. Active in the commu-
nity, Tom was loved by farmers and all that met him.
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Eco-Friendly Insect, Disease, Bird Control

University/USDA tested
Stink Bug Traps Oriental Beetle MD
Brown Marmorated and Native Bugs Mating Disruption

Fruit Crops & Ornamentals

Insect Traps and Lures
Plum Curculio Trap Tree Control, New Bio furggi%isdt:?mpressive
Codling & Oriental Moth, Cranberry -V ! -
Pests, Black Stem Borer, Others Activity. Foliar/Root Diseases

Avex
Honey Bee Lure Bird Control. Apply by ground or
Attract Bees - Increase Pollination air. Cherries, Blueberries, Sweet

Corn, other crops
Predalure attracts beneficials

P. 303-469-9221

Committed to the Environment and Green Technology ;! 69~
Since 1990 agbio@agbio-inc.com
www.AgBio-Inc.com

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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Exceptional quality and flavor at attractive prices

Brought to you from the 4th generation family
arm of Santo John Maccherone

SANTO SAYS o0

e PLU Stickers Available
Upon Request

“Peaches from Circle M Farms just plain taste better.
Their size and color are what your customers want,

e lowinlealorias and their flavor is the icing on the cake.

That's because our orchards are tended with care

and attention, and their fruit is left on the tree

to ripen naturally until they reach their optimum

sweetess. Then they are picked by hand, taste-tested by
[ 5 me to ensure quality, and packed gently into

25 Ib. volume boxes for shipping. Single layer cartons are available upon request.

e Nutritious and Delicious

e Exceptional Flavor

Circle M's 30 varieties of peaches and nectarines are known for their
sweetness and their luscious color. They look as good as they taste.

Discriminating customers appreciate our white flesh peaches because of their
lower acid levels and supremely sweet taste.

Add it all up: Peaches from Circle M Farms are fresher and sweeter, picked by
hand when their time has come, and packed with care for a longer shelf life.

JERSEY
FRESH

FHOM THE GARDEN STATE ‘

Yellow, white and donut peaches and yellow and white nectarines
are available early July to late September.”

Made from fresh New Jersey Peaches
“Peach Cider Drink, Peach Salsa, Peach
Preserves”

Santo John Maccherone
circlemfarmslic@gmail.com
Circle M Farms
88 Sandy Ridge Road
Salem, N.J. 08079

Available in 16 oz. and 64 oz sizes

Horticultural News, volume 101, Fall, 2021 29





