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New Jersey News
Country Living Magazine Names 
Wightman’s Farm Among Nation’s 20 
Best Orchards for PYO Apples
Win Cowgill
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station

 Country Living Magazine, has named 20 of the best 
apple-picking locations in the nation for the 2015 fall 
season:  http://www.countryliving.com/life/travel/
g2623/apple-picking/?slide=15
 Wightman’s Farm on Mt. Kemble Avenue in Mor-
ristown was the only Garden State location among the 
top 20 and joined the list of farms from Massachusetts 
to Washington State.  Ken and Liz Wightman oper-
ate Wightmans farm along 
with business partner Adam 
Costello. They farm over 170 
acres of fruit, vegetables, and 
fl owers. Their PYO consists 
of 22 acres of PYO crops 
including apples, peaches, 
cherries, and strawberries. 
Their roadside market is 
open 12 months a year and is 
a mainstay of the community.

History of Wightman’s
Farm

 “In 1922, Albert Wight-
man and his wife, Laetitia, 
purchased the fi rst of the land 
that was to become Wight-
man’s Farms. Albert planted 
fruit trees and vegetables and 
drove through the nearby 
town of Morristown selling 

his harvests. Gradually the customers began to come 
to the farm. Even today longtime customers remember 
the days when the fruit and vegetables were sold from 
a table under the mulberry tree across the street from 
today’s market and cider mill. Today, members of the 
third generation of the Wightman family along with 
close friends continue the tradition of selling the fruits 
and vegetables grown on the surrounding land.”  

 
 
Adam Costello and Ken Whightman of Whightman Farms, 2015. Photo credit: Win Cowgill.
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Win Cowgill Receives Alumni 
Achievement Award for Plant Science 
from Delaware Valley University
 Win Cowgill ‹74 received the Delaware Valley 
University Alumni Achievement Award in Plant Sci-
ence on October 10, 2015 at the homecoming alumni 
breakfast, DVU, Doylestown, PA.
 The members of the Alumni Awards Committee 
chose individuals who have made a signifi cant con-
tribution to their fi eld, who demonstrate community 
involvement, and who have supported DelVal since 
graduation.
 Win has been a faculty member with Rutgers Coop-
erative Research & Extension for more than 38 years. 
With a Master’s in horticulture from Rutgers University, 
Win has served as an area fruit agent for the 36 years. He 
serves as co-editor and publisher of Horticultural News 
journal, which serves the commercial growers in New 

Jersey. He has authored over 400 articles in refereed 
journals, trade publications, and extension newsletters.
 Win has conducted over 200 research trials and 
maintains 14 acres of research orchard at Rutgers Uni-
versity. His extensive outreach programs have had a 
tremendous impact on tree fruit production and farmers, 
particularly in the adoption of high-density planting 
systems that utilize dwarfi ng rootstocks throughout 
the northeast. In addition to tree fruit research, he has 
conducted numerous applied research trials on tomatoes 
and pumpkins looking for lower cost disease control 
programs and solutions. 
 In April 2012 he worked with DelVal farm manager 
Doug Christie ‘67 to plant a new orchard on Delaware 
Valley University campus which teaches students dif-

ferent manage-
ment techniques 
for contemporary 
fruit production. 
 In 2013, he 
was honored with 
the International 
Fruit Tree Asso-
ciation’s Exten-
sion Award. Win 
is also an inde-
pendent Certifi ed 
Health Coach, 
working with cli-
ents on achieving 
weight loss and 
optimal health 
goals across the 
USA. 
 

 
 
Win is presented the DVU Alumni Achievement Award from Sam DiValentino, chair, Awards Committee
Alumni Executive Committee of Delaware Valley University.
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